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September 
 

 
Sept. 21 - Oct. 7 - One School, One Book 
25 - Armstrong Live, 2:40PM in the Cafeteria 
25 - PNO with Mrs. Odom and Mrs. Vanessa Smith 
 

October 
7-8 - Invention Convention 
9 - Founder's Day Picnic 
12 - Student Holiday 
16 - PNO with Miss Amber & Mrs. Haynes 
20 - Picture Retakes & Class Group Photos 
21 - All Things Armstrong & PTA General Meeting, 8:15AM, in the Auditorium 
21 - 2nd Grade Parent Party 
22 - 4th Grade Parent Party 
23 - 2nd Grade Performance, 8:15 
23 - Movie Night, Large Field, Doors open at 6:00pm, Movie at 7:15pm 
26 - 30 - Red Ribbon Week 
30 - Kinder Book Character Parade, 8:15am 
30 - Armstrong Live, 2:40pm 
30 - Dads Club Tailgate 
 
Stay up to date with Armstrong happenings by subscribing to the calendar. 
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September 21, 2026 
  
  
Dear Armstrong Families, 
 
Our students in grades 1st-4th have completed the beginning of year MAP Growth 
assessments.  The results of these assessments are now available in Skyward in the 
student portfolio.  Our students performed exceptionally well in all areas! 
 
MAP Growth scores are only one data point that teachers use to determine how a student is 
performing so they can best plan for instruction for each student. Based on all data 
collected, your child’s teacher is happy to answer any questions and will communicate 
further information throughout the semester. 
 



We believe this assessment is an effective measure since it provides very detailed 
information in math and reading which helps us plan and differentiate our daily instruction 
for your child. 
 
If you have additional questions about MAP Growth, you can reference the Family Toolkit or 
Parent Guide linked below. 
 
Family Toolkit 
 
Parent Guide 
 
Our students in grades PK-4 are still in the process of completing other beginning of year 
assessments including MCLASS.  Teachers will offer Fall conferences on Tuesday, 
November 3, but you are welcome to reach out to the classroom teacher if you prefer to 
have a conference prior to that date.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 

 
We love celebrating all the great things happening at Armstrong!   Please take a few 
minutes to fill out this Google Form to give a staff member a well-deserved Shout Out. Here 
are a few shoutouts submitted last week for our wonderful staff members! 
 
*We are so thankful to have Miss Olsen this year! She is the most nurturing and loving 
teacher who facilitates a love for reading! Grateful to have her in the Armstrong family!  
 
*Mrs. Mac has been such an inviting and friendly face in the morning! Beginning of the year 
drop offs can be tough and Mrs. Mac is always ready with a warm hug to welcome in her 
class. If anyone needs a little extra support, she swoops in even before her student has time 
to know mom or dad have left. It’s been such a comfort knowing that she is there and 
understanding of this transition time. I appreciate the soft landing place my daughter has as 
she transitions into “big kid school.”  
 
 
As always, I value your input and feedback. Please let me know if you need anything or 
have any questions. I am available by email or phone at your convenience. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  

Betsy Cummins 



 
Betsy Cummins 
Principal 
cumminb@hpisd.org 
  
  

 

  

  

 

@armstrong_eagles 
@armstrongeaglesHP 
@armstrongauction 
@thearmstrongdadsclub  

 

 

 

 



 



 

TODAY IS THE DAY!  
The Wild Robot books are coming home in your oldest child's backpack TODAY! Please 
note the reading schedule on the back of the bookmark. Reading begins tonight! 
 
Each morning there will be one trivia question on morning announcements from the 
previous night's reading assignment.  
 
Get ready to go WILD about Peter Brown's, The Wild Robot! 
 
Congratulations to 3rd grader, Adler Radloff on winning the Bookmark Contest! Thank 
you to ALL students who entered. We have so many talented Eagles!  

 

 

 

 

There are still a few spots remaining for the first PNO of the 
year! 

Register today! 
 



  

PNO Registration Form 

 

 

 

 



  

Lunch Menus for September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Did you know…. 
 Eagle Cafe now serves organic milk! Please be sure to review milk options with your 
children. 

Cafeteria Manager 

 

 

 

 



  

School Pictures Are Ready! 
 
View and order at: https://shop.jostenspix.com/login School Name: JOHN S ARMSTONG ELEM SCH 
PTA 
 
Event Code: FE414926 
 
Student Identifier: Images are secured using the Event Code and School Approval. 
 
As I receive the emails from Jostens, I will approve accounts daily! 

 

 



  

Our Lost and Found is starting to gather items! Please stop by at arrival or 
dismissal to see if anything needs to make its way back to your home. Lost 
and Found is located next to the Music room and public restroom. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

🦁 Get ready to go WILD! 🐘 
 



We’re so excited for our annual auction, Safari Soirée!Join us for a night 
to celebrate, dance, and raise money for our incredible school.  
 
Sponsorships are still available! For more information, reach out to our 
auction chairs: Arden Hensarling, Hanna Henson & Amanda Toussaint 
at armstrongauction2026@gmail.com 
 
Let’s make this year’s Safari Soirée one to remember!  

CLICK HERE FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

 



  

 

 

 

 



  

🌿 PTA SHOUT-OUTS FROM THE PRESIDENT! WE ARE WILD ABOUT OUR 
VOLUNTEERS! 🌿 
 
Each week, PTA Volunteers will be highlighted for their hard work behind the scenes to 
make this a WILD school year! Thank you to ALL of our incredible PTA Members & 
Volunteers!  
 
SPOT ON! 
A huge thank you to our DirectorySpot Chair, Lauren Lafitte! Armstrong was the first 
school in the district to have DirectorySpot access, thanks to Lauren being spot on and 
making it happen! She has also been incredibly quick to keep everything updated and 
running smoothly.Lauren, we are WILD about you! 
 
WILD About Class Contest! 
We sure were WILD about Class Contest last week! Bonner Acker, Lauren Clyce and 
Sara Thieke absolutely crushed it. From the fun surprises all week long to making Class 
Contest such a success, you three knocked it out of the park. Thank you for bringing so 
much energy and fun to Armstrong. We’re so lucky to have you! 
 
SIGN US UP! 



Have a Signup.com need? Heather ten Broeke is your girl! Heather has done an amazing 
job creating our sign-ups and keeping everyone organized for a full year of volunteering. We 
are in such great hands with Heather and our Signup.com Chair-Elect, Amy Barklage. 
Thank you both for making it so easy for our volunteers to jump in and help! 
 
PARTY PLANNERS EXTRAORDINAIRE! 
A huge thank you to our Pre-K and 1st Grade Level Coordinators for doing a fantastic job 
coordinating this year’s Parent Parties! Pre-K Grade Level Coordinators Alexis Scarff 
and Elisabeth Gettelman and 1st Grade Level Coordinators Jodi Pratt and Ali 
Wiliford, thank you for all the planning and behind-the-scenes work that went into bringing 
our parents together. We appreciate you helping our families feel connected, build 
community and be even more WILD about Armstrong!  

 

 

 

 



 



Check to see if you purchased a ticket here! 

 

 

 



 





 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 



Sign-Up here! 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Your last two opportunities for a regular shift in the cafeteria are the 2nd Tuesday and 2nd 
Wednesday of the month, if either of those works for you please let me know. 



We will have plenty of need for substitutes this year. Please sign up here to put yourself on 
the Cafeteria Sub list. Sign up for each day that might work for you. 
As a reminder we need everyone who is signed up for the cafeteria to complete 
the Cafeteria Volunteer Guidelines and Handwashing Procedures. 
To volunteer at any HPISD campus, you need to complete the HPISD background check 
form. When you arrive at campus to sign in, always sign as a Volunteer, not a Visitor. 
If you have any cafeteria volunteering questions, please contact Jimmy at 214-998-9458 
or jimmy.ogden@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

  

 

 



 



 

 

  

 

 



 



The DFW Institute of Musical Advancement (DIMA) is proud to debut CRESCENDO: The 
Dallas Youth Music Competition, presented by DIMA and benefiting Inspired Sounds: 
Global Access to Music Education.  
 
This competition will take place on Sunday, October 18th, 2026from 1:00-
4:00pm in Steinway Hall, Dallas, TX. Among other awards, the first place winners will 
be invited to perform at Carnegie Hall on January 17th, 2027. For more detailed 
information, visit //DIMATexas.com/crescendo, or contact us 
at crescendodallas@gmail.com.  
 
We encourage you to pass along this information and our promotional poster to music 
educators and instructors with students aged 7-16 who may be interested in applying. 
Applications close October 14th, 2026.   



 



 

 



  



Join us for the Caniac Supper and Auction: Amazing Experiences  for our Rising Scots!!!  
 
-Sideline Experiences for Home Games-Varsity Football Player of the Day-HP Athletic 
Director for the Game 
-HP Football Defense & Offense Experiences-Lunch at your school with a Varsity 
Football Player 
-Spring Training with the Football Captains - 
-University Park Fire Department Experience-HP Bass Fishing Experience 
-HP Basketball Experience  
-HP Baseball Experience 
  

 

 

  

 

 



  

HPISD is excited to partner again with Girls on the Run to offer a 10-week program at UP 
Elementary for all HPISD third and fourth grade girls.  Sessions begin Monday, September 
14 and will be held every Monday and Wednesday from 3:30 - 5 pm. Participants build 
confidence, develop life skills such as being a good friend and including others, all while 
training for a celebratory 5K together in November. Runners and non-runners are 
encouraged! The cost is $195, and scholarships are available. For more information, please 
reach out to Meredith Boyd at 972-898-2410. 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

"Learning is a lifelong experience." 
 
The Academy for Lifelong Learning provides: 
 

• Community education and enrichment classes for adults and children 
• Extended School Day programs 

  
Register now for outstanding enrichment and learning opportunities for children and 
adults. There are interesting classes for everyone!  

A.L.L. Classes Here 

 

 

 

 



 



        
 

Armstrong Elementary | 214.780.3100 | 3600 Cornell Ave |Armstrong.hpisd.org 
 

Amanda Hollier, Counselor 
214.780.3140 

 

Betsy Cummins, Principal 
214.780.3100 

 

 
214.780.3120 

 

Jamie Condon, Admin 
Asst 

214.780.3103 
 

Annie Celestino, 
Cafeteria 

214.780.3125 
 

Lane Arnold 
214.780.3102 

 

Attendance Desk 
214.780.3100 

 

 

 

 

 PTA Website 

 

 Armstrong Dad's 
Club 

 

 

 

ARattendance@hpisd.org 

 

 

 

Thank you to the 2022 - 2023 
Armstrong Elementary Community Partners! 
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