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September 
 



1 - Curriculum Night - 4pm and 4:45pm 
4 - Last chance for Family Giving! 
7 - Student Holiday 
10 - Individual Picture Day 
11 - Teacher for the Day - Family Giving 
14-18 Class Contest 
16 - PTA General Meeting, 8:15am 
16 - All Things Armstrong, Auditorium 8:15am 
17 - Pre-K Parent Party 
21 - Oct. 7 Ones School, One Book 
 
 
Stay up to date with Armstrong happenings by subscribing to the calendar. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

August 31, 2026 
  
Dear Armstrong Families, 
 
As we all know, the safety and security of our students and staff are of the utmost importance in 
Highland Park ISD. During the first few weeks of school, we practice a variety of safety drills to ensure 
that students and staff are familiar with procedures and know how to respond appropriately in an 
emergency. 
 
We conducted our first fire drill this morning, and our students did an excellent job evacuating the 
building quickly and safely. Once the drill was complete, we promptly resumed our normal activities 
and returned to learning. 
 
Tomorrow, Tuesday, September 1, at 9:30 a.m., we will conduct our first lockdown drill. Teachers 
have prepared students for the drill, and we will review the procedures again with students in the 
morning. During a lockdown, classroom doors are locked, lights are turned off, and students move out 
of sight. Students remain quiet and behind a locked door until the drill is complete. Our goal is to help 
students understand these procedures in a calm and age-appropriate manner while ensuring they feel 
safe and secure at school. 
 
I would also like to make our families aware of another safety update related to traffic around our 
campus. We are working closely with the Town of Highland Park to promote safe traffic flow and 
pedestrian safety around Armstrong. You may have noticed Waymo vehicles in and around the school 
and surrounding community. Lt. Kopa is communicating with Waymo representatives to help limit the 
number of vehicles around the school perimeter during school hours. Thank you for your continued 
partnership as we work together to keep our Armstrong students and staff safe. We appreciate your 
support and understanding as we practice these important procedures throughout the school year. 
 
Thank you for sending in our first staff shoutouts! We love to celebrate all the great things happening 
at Armstrong! Please take a few minutes to fill out this Google Form to give a staff member a well-
deserved Shout Out!  



  
 

  

 

*Ms. Massey has gone above and beyond to welcome my child in her class this year! She’s so 
gracious, warm and kind. She encourages the students so well. My daughter is so excited to go to 
school each morning. We are so lucky to have her at Armstrong!  
 
*Ms. Johnson is such a blessing to our family and our school! Her steady calm in the classroom is 
such a reassurance to our son. She’s smart, and a skilled teacher who really gets to know her students 
so they can have a successful year. Thank you, Ms. Johnson for your hard work and going the extra 
mile for your class!  
 
As always, I value your input and feedback.  Please let me know if you need anything or have any 
questions.  I am available by email or phone at your convenience. 
  
 
Sincerely, 
  

Betsy Cummins 
 
Betsy Cummins 
Principal 
cumminb@hpisd.org 
  
  

 

  

  

 

@armstrong_eagles 
@armstrongeaglesHP 
@armstrongauction 
@thearmstrongdadsclub  

 

 

 

 

Lunch Menus for September 2026 

 

 

 

 



  

 

  

 

If your student is absent, you can email the teacher and 
cc arattendance@hpisd.org to let us know. Notifying the teacher is great, but 
not enough! The office codes the absences so we really need an email! 
 
You can call the office if you are not able to email, but ideally an email is a 
better paper trail for state reporting. 
 

arattendance@hpisd.org 
  

 

 

 



  

 

  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

September 1: Curriculum Night (Session 1, 4:00 PM & Session 2, 4:45 PM) Get a 
guide’s-eye view of what your child will be exploring this year! Join us in the classrooms to 
walk through expectations, subject goals, and daily routines with our expert teaching staff.   

 

 

Family Giving Reminder 
 
A big thank you to all of our Family Giving donors for supporting our school! Yard signs and car decals 
will be available for donors to pick up during Curriculum Night this Tuesday. 
All other Family Giving benefits will be coming soon—stay tuned!   



  

 

Family Giving closes this Friday, September 4, so there’s still time to participate and 
support our school! Our goal is 100% participation and we are almost there! 

 

 

 

 



  

 



Get ready to go wild for Armstrong! 
 
Safari Soirée: A Wild Night is coming to the Dallas Country Club on November 
13—with festive drinks, delicious bites, incredible auction items and a wildly fun 
evening with our Armstrong community!  
 
Want to help bring the adventure to life? Sponsorship opportunities are available 
for Armstrong families and local businesses, but several have already been 
claimed! 
 
From Live Auction Bid Paddle and Reserved Lounges to Food Stations and 
Photo Booth, there are still great opportunitiesavailable at a variety of 
sponsorship levels. 
 
Secure your spot before the remaining opportunities disappear.  
Email armstrongauction2026@gmail.com  
  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Family Giving closes September 4, 2026. Your donations directly fund central campus resources, teacher 
development and vital instructional materials. 

 

 

 

 



  

Community Sponsorship Opportunities (graphic attached for the picnic. we don't 
have one for movie night - break this up if needed. whatever you think looks best) 
 
We are currently seeking Title Sponsors for Founder's Day Family Picnic on October 
9 and Family Movie Night on October 23. This is a wonderful opportunity to support our 
Armstrong community. Interested in sponsoring? We’d love to partner with you! Please 
reach out to Megan Morrow, VP Development, for more info!  

 

 



  

Your last two opportunities for a regular shift in the cafeteria are the 2nd Tuesday and 2nd 
Wednesday of the month, if either of those works for you please let me know. 



We will have plenty of need for substitutes this year. Please sign up here to put yourself on 
the Cafeteria Sub list. Sign up for each day that might work for you. 
As a reminder we need everyone who is signed up for the cafeteria to complete 
the Cafeteria Volunteer Guidelines and Handwashing Procedures. 
To volunteer at any HPISD campus, you need to complete the HPISD background check 
form. When you arrive at campus to sign in, always sign as a Volunteer, not a Visitor. 
If you have any cafeteria volunteering questions, please contact Jimmy at 214-998-9458 
or jimmy.ogden@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

  



 



 

 

  

 

 



  

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

  

HPISD is excited to partner again with Girls on the Run to offer a 10-week program at UP 
Elementary for all HPISD third and fourth grade girls.  Sessions begin Monday, September 
14 and will be held every Monday and Wednesday from 3:30 - 5 pm. Participants build 
confidence, develop life skills such as being a good friend and including others, all while 
training for a celebratory 5K together in November. Runners and non-runners are 
encouraged! The cost is $195, and scholarships are available. For more information, 
please reach out to Meredith Boyd at 972-898-2410. 

 

 

 



  

 



 

 

 

"Learning is a lifelong experience." 
 
The Academy for Lifelong Learning provides: 
 

• Community education and enrichment classes for adults and children 
• Extended School Day programs 

  
Register now for outstanding enrichment and learning opportunities for children and 
adults. There are interesting classes for everyone!  

Classes Here  

 

 

 

 



 



        
 

Armstrong Elementary | 214.780.3100 | 3600 Cornell Ave |Armstrong.hpisd.org 
 

Amanda Hollier, Counselor 
214.780.3140 

 

Betsy Cummins, Principal 
214.780.3100 

 

 
214.780.3120 

 

Jamie Condon, Admin 
Asst 

214.780.3103 
 

Annie Celestino, 
Cafeteria 

214.780.3125 
 

Lane Arnold 
214.780.3102 

 

Attendance Desk 
214.780.3100 

 

 

 

 

 PTA Website 

 

 Armstrong Dad's 
Club 

 

 

 

ARattendance@hpisd.org 

 

 

 

Thank you to the 2022 - 2023 
Armstrong Elementary Community Partners! 
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