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August 
 
17 - Meet the Teacher, 4-5pm 
18 - Pre-K Donut Meet-Up, 8am 
18 - ABPA Kinder Popsicle Party, 9am 
19 - First Day of School, 7:55am 
19 - KindergartenTears and Cheers, 8:30am at the Perella's 3220 Cornell  
19 - Dads Club Sno-Cones, 3:15pm 
20 - Cafeteria Training, 8am 
21 - New Family Parent Coffee, 8am, 1st - 4th grade, Sky Flex Space 
21 - 4th Grade Tears and Cheers Lunch at José 
25 - Room Parent Training, 8am 
25 - Grade Level Coordinator Training, 8:30am 
25 - Dads Club Gathering, 5:30pm, Home of the Sargents 
26 - Dads Club Meeting, 8am 
27 - 1st Grade Parent Party 
28 - Dads Club Donuts, 7:15am 
 
Stay up to date with Armstrong happenings by subscribing to the calendar. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

August 12, 2026 
 
Dear Armstrong Families, 
 
The halls of Armstrong are coming back to life, and we could not be more excited! Our 
teachers and staff officially returned on Tuesday, construction projects are wrapping up, 
classrooms are being prepared, and there is so much energy and excitement as we get ready 
for another incredible school year! In partnership with our PTA and Dads Club, we are 
planning great celebrations and treats for our amazing staff! 
 
We have missed our Armstrong students and families, and we can’t wait to welcome 
everyone back! Our staff has been working hard to make sure the school is ready for a 
wonderful year of learning, growing, and making memories together. 
 
This year, we are Wild About Armstrong, and we are truly wild about our amazing 
students, families, and staff! Thank you for being such an important part of our Armstrong 
family. We can’t wait to see you today for Meet the Teacher from 4-5 pm! 
 
Here’s to an amazing 2026–2027 school year! 
 
With excitement, 
 



Betsy Cummins 
  
Betsy Cummins 
Principal 
cumminb@hpisd.org 
  

 

  

  

 

@armstrong_eagles 
@armstrongeaglesHP 
@armstrongauction 
@thearmstrongdadsclub  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 



  

 



 

 

 

If you did not complete your background check in BSSU, please click below and 
let us get your volunteer badges started! The earlier, the better. It will save you 
time when entering the building starting on day one! The background checks 
will be uploaded into Verkada on Thursdays of each week. 
 
Once you are in Verkada as a Volunteer, you will ALWAYS check in as a 
volunteer even if you are just coming for lunch. When you register in Verkada, 
you will use your phone number or email, after doing so, you will be sent a qr 
code that you can save in your wallet for scanning. 
 
If you have signed up for lunch duty you are required to do the 
background check and get a permanent badge. 
 
You can stop by the office anytime and sign into Verkada to make your first 
entrance seamless. We will not be in the office Wednesday or Thursday this 
week. 
  

 

Volunteer Background Check 

 

 

 

 

 

We celebrate every child’s birthday with special recognition on the 
morning announcements and in the classroom. Because of food allergies and 
nutritional guidelines, parents are asked not to bring birthday treats to distribute 
to other students in the class, either in the classroom or in the cafeteria.  
 
This also includes donut treats for classes. Please do not bring class treats 
such as donuts for classroom distribution. 
 
Thank you! 

 

 

 

  

 



  

 

Step onto the trail and scout out your new classroom! Swing by to meet your teacher, 
unpack your gear, and get ready for an untamed year of learning and discovery. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Pre-K Donuts on the Playground 
 
Please join us on Tuesday, August 18th at 8:00 AM on the Armstrong Playground for Pre-K 
Donuts! 
 
This is a fun opportunity for incoming Pre-K students and their families to meet classmates, connect with 
other Pre-K families, and start the school year with some familiar faces. Enjoy donuts, make new friends, 
and kick off an exciting year at Armstrong together! 
 
We can't wait to see you there! 
 
Please RSVP Here  

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

  

 

August 19: First Day of School Welcome to the wild! Strap on your backpacks and get ready for a 
sensational new school year at Armstrong as our students head back to their classrooms for 
another unforgettable adventure. 

 

 

 

 



  

 



August 19: Kindergarten Tears and Cheers (8:30 AM at The Perellas, 3220 
Cornell) Whether you're shedding a tear or letting out a cheer as your kindergarteners 
head into the jungle, drop by the Perella home! Connect with fellow kindergarten parents 
over coffee and celebrate surviving your very first day one. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

August 19: Dads Club Sno-Cones (4th Grade Released First) After a wild first day of 
school, cool off with a sweet treat courtesy of the Dads Club! 4th graders get first dibs at 
the sno-cone station before the rest of the pack joins in on the fun. 

 

 

 

 



  

 

We're excited to see all our new and returning cafeteria volunteers! Thanks for having signed up for 
more than 1000 shifts for this school year. 
A reminder that we have cafeteria training on Thursday the 20th at 8:00 a.m. for any parents who 
are new to serving in the Armstrong cafeteria. Come find us in the Cafeteria. This should only take 
15-20 minutes of your morning. 
Even though we're starting the school year with only a few shifts open (2nd: Tue & Wed, 3rd: Thu, 
4th: Thu) we still have opportunities to serve by covering for people needing a substitute for their 



shift. Please sign up here to put yourself on the Cafeteria Sub list, just sign up for the days that 
might work for you. 
We need everyone who is signed up for the cafeteria to complete the Cafeteria Volunteer 
Guidelines and Handwashing Procedures. 
To volunteer at any HPISD campus, you need to complete the HPISD background check form. 
When you arrive at campus to sign in, always sign as a Volunteer, not a Visitor. 
If you have any cafeteria volunteering questions, please contact Jimmy at 214-998-9458 
or jimmy.ogden@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

  

 



August 21: New Family Coffee (8:15 AM in Upstairs Flex Space)Still navigating the 
map? Join us in the upstairs Flex Space to grab a fresh cup of coffee, ask questions, 
and learn all about how to navigate life in the Armstrong ecosystem. 

 

 

 

  

 

August 21: 4th Grade Parent Lunch Fourth grade parents, grab your spot in the canteen! 
RSVP and join us for lunch at José as we map out all the big traditions, milestone events, 
and special celebrations lined up for your student's final year. 
  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Interested in being a Room Parent? Please sign-up using this link! Signing up via this link is the 
only way to indicate your interest in being a Room Parent for the 2026 - 2027 school year.  

 

Sign Up Here! 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to another year of school lunches! Annie Celestino and the Eagle Cafe 
staff are working hard to get the cafeteria ready to serve our children lunch for this 
school year. 
 
There are several updates to the prices that we want to bring to your attention! In 
response to increased food costs, the Plated Lunch (pre-k to grade 1) and certain à la 
carte prices have changed. 
 
The HPISD Cafeteria Finance Committee votes on price changes and approves changes 
only when necessary for financial solvency. The PTAs have operated the cafeterias since 
the 1920s and we strive to operate efficiently and responsibly, while offering a sensible 
variety of options for our students. 



 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 



  

HPISD is excited to partner again with Girls on the Run to offer a 10-week program at UP 
Elementary for all HPISD third and fourth grade girls.  Sessions begin Monday, September 
14 and will be held every Monday and Wednesday from 3:30 - 5 pm. Participants build 
confidence, develop life skills such as being a good friend and including others, all while 
training for a celebratory 5K together in November. Runners and non-runners are 
encouraged! The cost is $195, and scholarships are available. For more information, please 
reach out to Meredith Boyd at 972-898-2410. 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

"Learning is a lifelong experience." 
 
The Academy for Lifelong Learning provides: 
 

• Community education and enrichment classes for adults and children 
• Extended School Day programs 

  
Register now for outstanding enrichment and learning opportunities for children and 
adults. There are interesting classes for everyone!  

Classes Here  

 

 

 

 



 



        
 

Armstrong Elementary | 214.780.3100 | 3600 Cornell Ave |Armstrong.hpisd.org 
 

Amanda Hollier, Counselor 
214.780.3140 

 

Betsy Cummins, Principal 
214.780.3100 

 

 
214.780.3120 

 

Jamie Condon, Admin 
Asst 

214.780.3103 
 

Annie Celestino, 
Cafeteria 

214.780.3125 
 

Lane Arnold 
214.780.3102 

 

Attendance Desk 
214.780.3100 

 

 

 

 

 PTA Website 

 

 Armstrong Dad's 
Club 

 

 

 

ARattendance@hpisd.org 

 

 

 

Thank you to the 2022 - 2023 
Armstrong Elementary Community Partners! 
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