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September 
 

14-18 - Class Contest 
15 - Garden begins 
16 - All Things Armstrong with Dr. Rockwood combined with PTA General Meeting 8:15am 
17 - Pre-K Parent Party 
Sept. 21 - Oct. 7 - One School, One Book 
25 - PNO with Mrs. Odom and Mrs. Vanessa Smith 
 

October 
7-8 - Invention Convention 
9 - Founder's Day Picnic 
12 - Student Holiday 
16 - PNO with Miss Amber & Mrs. Haynes 
20 - Picture Retakes & Class Group Photos 
23 - 2nd Grade Performance 
26 - 30 - Red Ribbon Week 
30 - Kinder Book Character Parade, 8:15am 
30 - Armstrong Live, 2:40pm 
 
Stay up to date with Armstrong happenings by subscribing to the calendar. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

September 14, 2026 
  
  
Dear Armstrong Families, 
 
This week, from Monday, September 14 through Friday, September 18, our school will 
join communities across the country in celebrating America 250 — the 250th anniversary of 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. This comprehensive plan brings all HPISD 
students together around a shared week of America250 instruction, centered on American 
symbols, freedom, democracy, civic duty, the Declaration of Independence, the Preamble 
and Constitution, and key historical figures, culminating in red, white, and blue celebrations. 
The goal is to instill pride in our nation while building students' foundational knowledge of 
the principles on which America was founded. Each grade level has a special line-up of 
daily lessons and activities exploring American history, symbols, and what it means to be an 
American. 
 
Please see click here for each grade's daily schedule for the week (Kindergarten & 1st 
Grade, 2nd Grade, 3rd Grade, and 4th Grade).  



We're excited to celebrate this meaningful milestone with our students! 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
We love to celebrate all the great things happening at Armstrong! Please take a few minutes 
to fill out this Google Form to give a staff member a well-deserved Shout Out!  
  

 

  

 

 
As always, I value your input and feedback. Please let me know if you need anything or 
have any questions. I am available by email or phone at your convenience. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  

Betsy Cummins 
 
Betsy Cummins 
Principal 
cumminb@hpisd.org 
  
  

 

  

  

 

@armstrong_eagles 
@armstrongeaglesHP 
@armstrongauction 
@thearmstrongdadsclub  

 

 

 

 

It's the first PNO of the year - September 25, 2026! 

Drop your registration forms off in the office beginning at 7:30am 
on Wednesday, Sept 16! 

 



  

PNO Registration Form 

 

 

 

 



  

Lunch Menus for September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Did you know…. 
The Eagle Cafe serves 8-10 types of fresh fruit every day! Have your kids tried any of them recently?  
 
If your child has a favorite fruit or one you would like to see in the cafe, please let our cafe manager 
Annie know. 
  

Cafeteria Manager 

 

 

 

 

If your student is absent, you can email the teacher and 
cc arattendance@hpisd.org to let us know. Notifying the teacher is great, but 
not enough! The office codes the absences so we really need an email! 
 



You can call the office if you are not able to email, but ideally an email is a 
better paper trail for state reporting. 
 

arattendance@hpisd.org 
  

 

 

 

  

 



  



Join the Herd! 🐘🌴 
 
Get ready to stampede for a great cause! As we gear up for the Safari Soirée, our Class 
Contest runs from September 14th–18th, and our goal is 100% participation! 
 
Each year, parent-donated items drive the success of our online, silent, and live auctions—
the main fundraiser for our school. If you prefer not to donate an item, families can 
contribute a monetary donation (suggested $30 per child), which directly helps us enhance 
our live luxury packages with gift cards. 
 
Each class that has 100% participation will earn a reward! Let's rally our herd and make this 
year's contest a roaring success! 

  
 

 

 

  

🌿 PTA SHOUT-OUTS FROM THE PRESIDENT! WE ARE WILD ABOUT OUR 
VOLUNTEERS! 🌿 
 



Each week, PTA Volunteers will be highlighted for their hard work behind the scenes to 
make this a WILD school year! Thank you to ALL of our incredible PTA Members & 
Volunteers!  
 
A HUGE Armstrong shout-out to the wildly talented and creative geniuses behind The 
Nest | Armstrong Spirit Store, Chelsea Bedotto and Heather Cappelletto! These two 
ladies have absolutely ROCKED it this year! 
From the top-notch designs to crushing the summer pre-order, you have made sure 
Armstrong has never looked better! And thanks to you, our students, teachers, staff, and 
parentsare officially decked out in Armstrong gear from head to toe! 
Thank you, Chelsea and Heather, for bringing so much creativity, fun, and Armstrong spirit 
to everything you do and the countless hours last spring, this summer and now. You two 
are the definition of WILD ABOUT ARMSTRONG! We can’t wait to see your next drop 
soon! 
 
A WILD ROUND OF APPLAUSE for our Nest Spirit Store Volunteer Coordinator, Lauren 
Isom!  
Lauren has been there bright and early Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 7:30am, 
unlocking the doors and welcoming all of your cuties into The Nest to load up on all things 
Armstrong—and maybe a dumpling or butter (or two!) along the way! She’s been working 
hard to work out the kinks so we can open up volunteering to all of you smoothly and 
efficiently! 
Thank you, Lauren, for giving your time, energy, and so much Armstrong spirit. We are so 
lucky to have you helping our Eagles ROAR. 
 
A WILDLY HUGE SHOUT-OUT to our amazing Treasurer, Ashley Gray! Ashley has been 
wildly helpful with all things Treasurer—and then some! She worked so hard behind the 
scenes all summer on spirit wear, budgeting, and getting The Nest ready to ROAR, and she 
has been a constant presence in the Spirit Store since we opened! 
Ashley has been there making sure we are keeping the books straight, accounting for all the 
things, and keeping us WILD about The Nest! And let's be honest… someone has to make 
sure we are budgeting correctly so we can keep buying all the dumplings, butters, and fun 
Armstrong accessories our hearts desire! 
Thank you, Ashley, for all the countless hours, hard work, and love you pour into Armstrong. 
We are SO lucky to have you keeping us financially on track while helping Armstrong 
ROAR! 
 
A special ROAR of THANKS to our wonderful The Nest | Armstrong Spirit Store Sponsor 
for the 2026 – 2027 school year, The Tharp Family! We are so grateful for your generous 
support and for helping make The Nest such a fun part of our Armstrong community. 
Because of you, our Eagles can ROAR with Armstrong pride all year long! Thank you for 
helping us keep our school spirit WILD! 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 



 



Check to see if you purchased a ticket here! 

 

 

 



 





 



 

 

 



 



Sign-Up here! 

 

 

 

 

  

We're just ONE WEEK away! One School, One Book kicks off next week, September 21! 
 
The Bookmark Contest winner will be announced THIS WEEK! Thank you to everyone who participated - we 
loved seeing all of your amazing and creative designs! 
 



Get ready to go WILD about Peter Brown's, The Wild Robot!  
 

 

  

 



 

 

 

  



Your last two opportunities for a regular shift in the cafeteria are the 2nd Tuesday and 2nd 
Wednesday of the month, if either of those works for you please let me know. 
We will have plenty of need for substitutes this year. Please sign up here to put yourself on 
the Cafeteria Sub list. Sign up for each day that might work for you. 
As a reminder we need everyone who is signed up for the cafeteria to complete 
the Cafeteria Volunteer Guidelines and Handwashing Procedures. 
To volunteer at any HPISD campus, you need to complete the HPISD background check 
form. When you arrive at campus to sign in, always sign as a Volunteer, not a Visitor. 
If you have any cafeteria volunteering questions, please contact Jimmy at 214-998-9458 
or jimmy.ogden@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

  

  

 

 



  

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

  

 

 



  

HPISD is excited to partner again with Girls on the Run to offer a 10-week program at UP 
Elementary for all HPISD third and fourth grade girls.  Sessions begin Monday, September 
14 and will be held every Monday and Wednesday from 3:30 - 5 pm. Participants build 
confidence, develop life skills such as being a good friend and including others, all while 
training for a celebratory 5K together in November. Runners and non-runners are 
encouraged! The cost is $195, and scholarships are available. For more information, please 
reach out to Meredith Boyd at 972-898-2410. 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

"Learning is a lifelong experience." 
 
The Academy for Lifelong Learning provides: 
 

• Community education and enrichment classes for adults and children 
• Extended School Day programs 

  
Register now for outstanding enrichment and learning opportunities for children and 
adults. There are interesting classes for everyone!  

A.L.L. Classes Here 

 

 

 

 



 



        
 

Armstrong Elementary | 214.780.3100 | 3600 Cornell Ave |Armstrong.hpisd.org 
 

Amanda Hollier, Counselor 
214.780.3140 

 

Betsy Cummins, Principal 
214.780.3100 

 

 
214.780.3120 

 

Jamie Condon, Admin 
Asst 

214.780.3103 
 

Annie Celestino, 
Cafeteria 

214.780.3125 
 

Lane Arnold 
214.780.3102 

 

Attendance Desk 
214.780.3100 

 

 

 

 

 PTA Website 

 

 Armstrong Dad's 
Club 

 

 

 

ARattendance@hpisd.org 

 

 

 

Thank you to the 2022 - 2023 
Armstrong Elementary Community Partners! 
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